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In February, Japanese celebrate setsubun (&%), which means
warm Spring weather will be coming soon. People throw

beans and shout “t&[FM5&I1Z54”, which roughly means “In with e
. . FRFBUSE D TEPRE—RIC
good fortune, and out with evil spirits! Bk,

https://www.facebook.com/BretMayer/

The character 8 can mean evil spirit, as in a malicious,
ghostlike being; demon, as in devilish creature often associated with Hell; or ogre,
as in a large, brutish monster.

Originally, the character was more neutral, and simply depicted the soul of a
deceased ancestor.

@

The oldest form (left) is thought to be a person kneeling and wearing a large mask
to play the part of ancestral spirits for a ceremony. The addition of L is said to be
strange, ominous energy, like a will o’ wisp (5&:X).

The character 5 is used in a surprising number of kanji. Many of these represent
different types of spirits and supernatural creatures. i are forest creatures, i are
trickster creatures that transform into animals, # are childlike creatures with
long ears and red eyes, and f@ are river creatures.

Put together, they make chi-mi-mou-ryou (J&%&/8#E), which means “all manner of
supernatural creatures.”

None of which you want creeping around your home, so make sure to have those
beans ready when setsubun rolls around each year!
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TEL : 027-381-0240 ~ FAX: 027-381-0630

URL : https://niijima-gakuen.jp
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