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| KANJI [ BHEULSLY!

I XA

In English, we pretty much have one way to ring in the new
year: Happy New Year! —
Japanese has a variety of phrases used in conversation and PAUA - Z2—T p—I—MEFN,

, . . FRFBUSE D TEPRE—RIC
on New Year's cards, including: Bk,

https://www.facebook.com/BretMayer/

MFELTEDTEY) TEVET !

The character ‘bright’ (B8) now looks like a sun (H) paired with a moon (A), two
things that light up the sky. However, it is thought that the ‘sun’ was originally a

o P oA

According to this theory, on a dark night, the moon shines in through the window

window!

and ‘brightens’ a room, leading to this character’'s meaning.

Another phrase often seen around New Year's is:
U ES
This refers to the ‘welcoming’ (i) of ‘Spring’ (&).

il is a strange looking character. It uses the radical shin’nyou ( ) which depicts a
foot (/) traveling forward along a path (% ).

i LM T

¢ B I I

The component sitting atop i_ kind of looks like the letters “C” and “P,” so | like to
remember it as “Come Pick me up!” which relates to the Japanese word 1% %.

The second character Spring (&) was originally a new plant sprouting from the
ground thanks to the warm springtime sun.

n N
5 &
L

| hope everyone has a happy and healthy new year!

Here's to many new and fascinating kanji discoveries in 2022!
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